PET Iy

mexean walking fish are fascinating creatures,
Looking and oftem  acting like minianure
prefusionc monsters They can Erow up to 30om
it size. These an'mals are often kept as pets and
are also extensive™s vsed for study as laboratory
arzmals. A litle known 2ot is that the natives of
Mexico have used the roasted axalot! as food
SWCE pre-Aztec mes.

Axolots are the larval stage of a salamander, and
are different from other amphibians in that they
have the adility to.reproduce while remaining a
sexvally mature lava. They also have the ability
0 undergo metamorphose.

Mexican walking fish come (n various colours,
intiiding dark brows, biack, albing and golden
forms, (which have bright pink glls) ard 4
spotted fomm, which is seldom seen.

The name walking fish refers to the animal’s
zabit of walking under water, They skould nat be
removed from their aquarium and forced to eraw]
on tand, as they cannot breathe out of water,

HOUSING

Axclotls are best housed in conditions similar to
geldfish, as thelr water requirements are very
muich the same, They prefer a cool envIonmient,
renging between 12-20C. An aquarum 60cm x
Adcm x 30cm will house a full -grown pair of
ax0.0s. The tank shouid be aerated and filtered
as axolols extrect oxygen from the water through
‘heir glls, and the quality and clanty of water (s
mportant 1 their weil-being. The phofthe water
show!d be kept at 7.0 (neutral) azd lighting i3 best
£ept dim
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FEEDING

In. the aquarur, axelodls can be fad snu: [loves
of raw lean beef, beef liver or beef e [t 13
mportant o -provide  some  variy oy
occasionally  feeding  live  focd  such  as

mealwenes or even small fish Axolor reliets are
also awatlable but be carefu tyey doc'r oallure
the water,

Feeding every second dav is wisally sutlicizue
Theur preferred eanng time is 4t dusk and be L
10 r€move anv Lneaten food

BREEDING

Male and female wolotls are act diffics: o
differentiate when sexvally marure, whisy oz g
about 12 moonths of age The muc RIS A
swelling around the cloaca goea (e sewin
Opening) between the back leps. Males wave a
longer tail and the head is narrower, The Temale
lays between 300 to 1000 eggs when she SPAWES
i the early spring. Eggs batch in about 2 WELKS
al & emperaure of 14-18C  Pareats shogld be
remaved from the tnk after spewninp wd VO
rased on live food. Newly hatched bons SHRmp
or sufted water fleus (daphnia) are qUITE Suilible
at first. Later they wil taxe dguane “kblack™
wONTLS {tubifex)

LIFLSPAN

Given the nght corditions, your axslotls cisu'd
give you 10-15 vears of enjoyment They are
certalcly one of the world’s most weresnng

T OCTEATUTES.




